
 



  

19th Gathering of Cornish Cousins Speakers, Topics and Schedule 

Note: The schedule is set to Eastern Standard Time Zone 

You will have to adjust the time for your particular time zone 

 

Times are set with 15 minutes between speakers to allow for attendees to take care of drinks, eats, standing up 

and movingl around and other activities. There will be an introduction to the speaker before each speaker’s presentation.  

(Schedule times may change slightly closer to the Gathering) 

 

Friday, July 16, 2021 

1:30pm EST  

Welcome  

2:00pm EST 

Gage McKinney, Keynote speaker, Author, Past President of the California Cornish Cousins, Lay Preacher  

Forty Years of CAHS: Is Cornish Culture Safe?  For forty years CAHS has assumed the challenge of promoting Cornish 

heritage and culture in North America. Our movement had shown all the signs of a neglected, minority culture struggling 

for survival, calling for a place among the nations and barely hanging on. We have made great strides for Kernow and Cor-

nishness and its place, especially on the former frontiers of the United States, Canada and Mexico. Yet we must recognize 

our energy is largely spent. Did we do enough? And how can we encourage our descendants and compatriots to continue 

the mission of preserving our culture and making it known?  

Discussion 

Business meeting 

4:00pm EST 

Wesley Johnston, Family Historian; Masters Degrees in Mathematics & History; Author  

Cornwall to Canada: Three Related Family Thicket Projects - St. Blazey Families, Cornwall to Canada Voyages, 

English Corners [Columbus, Ontario]  Family thickets of multiple generations of inter-marriages were the reality of life 

for centuries, a landscape just as real to our ancestors as the terrain in which they lived. Putting all the families of a locality 

back together yields deep insight into their lives and the choices they made. This presentation looks at the family thicket of 

origin in St. Blazey, Cornwall, and the one of destination at Columbus, Ontario, as well as the passengers on the voyages 

that connected them and how the complexity of their inter-connected families is reconstructed into databases and web 

pages and analytical presentations.  

 

6:00pm EST  

Fisherman’s Friends, video, 107 minutes—Based on a true story. Ends Friday session. 

 



Saturday, July 17, 2021 

11:15am EST 

Welcome 

11:30am EST 

Larry Hoffman, P.E. Mining Engineer                                                                                                                                               

Butte – Butte - Curse of Cornish Copper, Savior of Miners: The mines of Cornwall, major suppliers of copper (and tin) 

to the world for over a century, were devastated by the discoveries of incredibly rich copper deposits in the United States. 

The price of copper and even tin dropped dramatically. The old mines could not produce at a loss and closed, throwing 

thousands of families into economic chaos. The only escape for many miners was to leave their families and beloved 

country, and emigrate to where the work was—in the United States. Hard as it was to leave centuries of tradition they 

found freedom they never dreamed of, working conditions far better than what they had taken for normal, and pay better 

than they could have imagined.  

In return, they brought their mining technology and skills, as well as an incredible work ethic that benefitted the new mines 

far beyond their labor. All combined to give them the opportunity to share their bounty with family back home, where the 

income was spent in depressed communities. 

 

12:45pm EST 

Aubrey Jaap, Assistant Director of Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives 

Butte’s Cornish Community: Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives staff member Aubrey Jaap will discuss Butte, Montana’s 

Cornish community. The Cornish taught the world to mine, and the mining city of Butte, Montana, is no exception. Roughly 

2,000 Cornish miners made their way to Butte and soon sent for their families. They brought with them their traditions of 

food, music, and religion, established businesses and boarding houses, and formed close-knit neighborhood communi-

ties. Jaap will also discuss the Archives’ genealogical and manuscript collections and how archival resources can assist 

with historical and family research.  

 

2:00pm EST 

Samantha Felder, Junior at Grand Canyon University 

Cornish Legacy in Idaho: In the picturesque, seemingly untouched, landscape of the Wood River Valley of Idaho, lies a 

dilapidated log cabin, known only to locals and the descendants of a Cornish immigrant who have kept its legacy alive for 

generation through oral tradition. With this presentation, we will explore the assumed and actual origins of this cabin, 

along with the research that has made these discoveries possible, including a collection of letters written by Richard     

Scoble, a Cornish immigrant from the late 19th century. We will also discuss the history of Cornish influence in Idaho, 

which has remained a relatively unresearched topic, along with a proposed project that will seek to preserve the heritage 

of notable communities in the area, including the Cornish.  

 

3:00pm EST 

Closing 



CORNISH AMERICAN HERITAGE SOCIETY 

 19th GATHERING OF THE CORNISH COUSINS  
REGISTRATION FORM 

Friday, July 16, 2021, 1:30pm EDT     
Saturday, July 17, 2021, 11:15am EDT 

Virtual in your own home or gathered safely with others 

We have 87 zoom connections - Please register early! 
Registration Deadline is July 9, 2021 

Cost per Zoom Connection $25 each 

Please make sure your screen name on Zoom is a close match to your registration name on 
Zoom for attendance purposes. (We need an email or a phone number that accepts “texts” to send  

you the link to the Zoom meeting.) 

Name__________________________________Email___________________________________  

Phone: (for texts or problems) ________________________________________ 

*Please check if you agree to have your name/email address to be included in the Gathering program  ______

Send registration form and your check to: 

CAHS 
486 Plat B Road 
Sutherun, OR  97479 

Or make payment with PAYPAL— to: cornishamericanhs@gmail.com 

(direct link: https://paypal.me/CornishAmHS)

*PAYPAL will convert your currency to $US

(please fill out and either send the registration form to the above address  

or email: dot97479@gmail.com)   

For more information:  
Contact Carolyn Haines  
Email: hainesc@msu.edu 
Call: 517-694-0922 
Text: 517-281-0062 

mailto:dot97479@gmail.com
mailto:hainesc@msu.edu

