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Federation of Old Cornwall Societies 

And  

Old Cornwall Societies 

• Old Cornwall Societies (OCS) are “Cornishness Regeneration Machines,” collecting, 

recording, and promoting all aspects of Cornish heritage and culture.  

• OCSs are also social organisations, with members gathering together to partake in 

enjoyable aspects of Cornish culture. 

• Each OCS is an independent organisation and a member of the Federation of Old 

Cornwall Societies (FOCS). 

• The Federation is the means by which all OCSs work together to achieve common 

goals that each OCS would be unable to achieve on its own. 

• The Old Cornwall movement has a “family” ethos with any member welcomed at any 

other OCS. 

• The Federation is made up of representatives from OCSs, and absolutely focused on 

delivering for the OCSs. 

The Federation will deliver for OCSs: - 

• Some £6k worth of benefit direct back to OCS this financial year in terms of journals, 

grants, and training. 

• Low subscriptions. This year the subscription paid to the Federation is just £1 per 

person, contributing approximately £1,900 to Federation income. 

• Coronavirus Recovery Scheme. Continuing a heavy subsidy of OCS subscriptions, 

planning for a small graduated increase in subscriptions, allowing OCS to recover from 

the pandemic. The subscription will rise by £1 to just £21 for the next financial year. 

• Grant Scheme. The Federation has budgeted to award £1k in grants back to OCSs to 

seed fund the best heritage and culture projects across the Duchy. 

• Low-Cost Insurance. OCSs are provided with low-cost public liability insurance through 

the Federation. This year the cost to OCSs is just 22.7p per member per annum. 

• Journal. The Federation publishes 2 high class Journals per year for members, thus 

allowing all OCSs to fulfil their objectives to promote heritage & culture to members. 

• Training. The Federation deliver annual Recorder’s Training, building capability and 

skills for OCSs, and equipping them to deliver quality heritage and culture projects.2 

• Events. This financial year the Federation has delivered for OCS members: - 

o September 2022 – Winter Festival held at Redruth. A wonderful day of 

entertainment featuring some of the best culture on offer. 

o September 2022 – Involvement in Gorsedh held at Hayle. 

 
1 Comparison with other Cornish organisations: Cornish Association of Local Historians £20; Cornwall 
Archaeological Society £25; Cornwall Family History Society £18.50. 
2 Note: The Federation aspire to deliver more training for OCSs when finances permit. 
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o December 2022 – Combined Carol Service at Redruth featuring the Cornish 

carols of Redruth. 

o March 2023 – Involvement in Truro St. Piran’s Parade. 

o June 2023 – River Camel boat trip. 

o June 2023 – Festival of Walks across Cornwall 

• Publishing. The Federation specialises in publishing books which illuminate areas of 

Cornish culture, which may otherwise have not have been published. In 2022 the 

“Carols of St Ives” was published, which was nominated for a Holyer an Gof award. 

This year we will publish a book on the history of Cornish Wrestling. 

• Bookshop. The bookshop operates physically at events and virtually online to sell 

books which promote Cornish heritage and culture. The profits from which are 

ploughed back into more publishing projects. 

• Mentoring. Provision of assistance to OCSs where challenges are encountered. 

• Technical Advice. The Federation has a range of specialist officer including archiving, 

local history, Cornish language, folk traditions, and place-names, all on hand to provide 

specialist advice to OCS to ensure projects progress smoothly. 

• Projects: - 

o Mapping Methodism Project. A joint enterprise between the Federation, 

Methodist Church, and Institute of Cornish Studies. OCSs and others contribute 

profiles of Methodist Chapels across Cornwall, building one of the most 

complete records of these historic buildings. 

o Cornish National Music Archive. The Federation sponsors individual projects 

which OCSs are invited to contribute to or engage with. Wasn’t the “Music from 

the Clay Country” event at Wheal Martyn in the summer just fantastic! 

o Cornish Voices. This dialect project is a joint enterprise with Gorsedh Kernow 

and the Cornish Heritage Trust. The project allows OCSs and others to 

contribute Dialect videos and recorders, building a fantastic visual archive. 

• Communications: 

o Kernow Goth website publicising OCS activities. 

o Federation Facebook page publicising OCS activities. 

o Monthly Newsletter highlighting OCS success across the Duchy. 

o Tri-fold publicity leaflet for use by OCSs. 

• External Awards: - 

o The Federation was the original sponsors of The Federation of Old Cornwall 

Societies Holyer an Gof Cup which is awarded annually to encourage 

excellence in the publication of non-fiction books and booklets about Cornwall. 

o The Federation is joint sponsors of the Nick Cahill Award, awarded annually by 

The Diocese of Truro Advisory Committee and Cornwall Council to recognise 

excellence in the conservation of ecclesiastical buildings. 

There are places on the Federation for representatives of all OCS to contribute. If you want to 

become involved, please drop me an email. 

Nev Meek   -    President: Federation of Old Cornwall Societies – president@oldcornwall.net 


