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LOCKDOWN MISCELLANY

The recent excellent weather would normally mean that Area Reps would be visiting
monuments and sending in reports to the Historic Environment Record officers at Kresen
Kernow and to also to Historic Englakthfortunately that has become very difficult with

the lockdown. However, some have been able to take photos during their daily exercise and
here is a selectiofiom various parts of Cornwall

1. The Rocks, Treslothan, Camborne

AdrianRodda, when not writing the poetry for which he has beeoso welknown, has
been enjoying walks near Treslothan (Camborne 6599 3839)where, amongst the
profusion of bluebells, this very impressive menhir can be seen:
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Photo: Adrian Rod

Adrian writes¥he area is known as "The Rocks" but this is the only one standing upright. It

must be firmly rooted as stone cutters have taken off a big flake from one side. There is also
a deep drill hole on the dorsal side. It may have been an attempt to take offfialoes or a

hole to accommodate gunpowder for a pyrotechnic display. Possibly it was simply someone
trying out a new drill'Y



Heritage Gateway notes that'i an ancient mossovered irregulashaped granite stone
about 6ft tall which may be aprehistorO a Gl yYRAY3I ad2yS 2N YSYKAND
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2. Pencalenick obelisk, St Clement, near Truro

Andrew Langdon and Ann Prestdones have sent this report about a likleown feature
near Truro:

On more than one occasion during the Ce¥#llockdown, our one burst of exercise of the
day has been to walk out along the A390 road from Truro, past the Tregastarn park &

ride and down the new cycle path towards Tresillian. Along this path, fiest\&oodcock
Corner and before the thatched Pencalenick Lodge is an entrance into the Pencalenick
woods. This is part of the Duchy of Cornwall woodlands and there is a permissive
pedestrian access. Following the track, almost parallel with the A39@lamee the Lodge,

AG YSSia GKS 2fR OFNNAIFISgl & RNAGS fSIRAy3a 2
Pencalenick House (no public access), across the old road from St Clement to Tresillian.
Before reaching the bridge, one can turn up right (wés small copse of trees known as

the Rookery, where one will discover a 35 foot high granite obelisk. The obelisk bears no
inscription and is said to have been erected by one of the Vivian family, previous owners of
Pencalenick. The obelisk is notmathe Historic Environment Record (No. 168405,



MCO44438) at SW 8526 4560. However the reason why the obelisk was set up is far from
clear.
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famous old horse which droppetkad pulling a stage coach on the road between Truro and
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Another story, recorded by Pett, is that it was set up by Mr Vivian to commemorate his
survival after the floor collapsed in hisume and he had to grab the man{eilece to save
himself from an early demise.

These seem unlikely stories, thoughis more likely that the obelisk was erected as a
fIryRaOlILIS FSIGdz2NB gAGKAY tSyOFtSyAaod]Qd LI NJf
it, it is likely that originally the monument would have been in a clearing so that it could be

seen from the house a prominent feature on the hill top. It is noted by Gilbert in 1820:

Why | LI SFaAy3a StSOlriAz2zy sKNANBSSBHIQYS oSt RAJ

Obelisks became popular as features in landscaped gardens and parks durinj the 18
century, probably as young men from wealthy families took the grand tour and saw similar
obelisks in Rome. The obelisks in Rome came originally fggpt &here they were set up
before tombs; these extraordinary obelisks were monoliths of granite, unlike the ashlar
used for the British copies. The Pencalenick obelisk is possibiehéury;the Vivians
purchased Pencalenick from the Foot family ib8.7A much larger obelisk was set up on

the carriage drive to Boconnoc in 1771 (123ft high) and the tallest in Cornwall {5 a 19
century obelisk at Bodmin Beacon at 144ft (44M).

References
Historical Survey of the County of Cornw@ll S. Gilbert, 1820, 823.
The Parks and Gardens of CornwglDouglas Pett 1998.
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25in inch Ordnance Survey Map 188®ws Pencalenick, prior to the modern mansion being
built with the obelisk at the top left of the map.
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The obelisk surrounded by trees in the Rookery Photo: Andrew Langdao



Photo: Ann Prestorlones

Andrew at the obelisk

Report and photos by Ann Prestadones and Andrew Langdon



3. Quakermeeting-house, Comdo-Good, Kea
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Cometo-Good in Kea parisis{V 81279 40392

Photo: heila James

It is Grade | ListedAccording to the Listing it was built in 1710 using funds raised by Quaker
subscribers anddh spite of the C20 porch on the west end, this little meeting house has
been remarkably unaltered since the C19 and still retains much of its original chaaadter
Tl o NKOS®DOI Qas takeliRd1a shortly after the thatch had been replaced and the
walls painted.

4. Castoff stone, Bodiggo, near Luxulyan

Things that tell us about the past may be large or small, Listed or overlooked, prominent or
hidden, higply significant or humble. This next feature is definitely at the modest end of the
spectrum besides being quite common. Nevertheless it takes us back to the days when
laden, horsedrawn carts lumbered around our roads and lanes, often to the detriment of
the hedges. This is why stones were sometimes placed against the hedge to protect them
from cartwheels. | am grateful to Martin Karkeek avidlcolm Gould for drawing this

example situated in the hamlet of Bodiggo (SX 04446 58 A85ny attention.
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Photo: Malcolm Gould

Carts and wagons were a common sight until the middle years of the twentieth century
when motor vehicles replaced them. Cadt stoneswere essential to protect buildings as

well as hedges and can be seen in urban settings as well as in the countryside. Malcolm has
provided the following photo from the China Clay History Society archive to give some idea
of the size of these vehicles.



; 1Photo: Brian Oldham

Damage taCornish hedges is still common, usually a consequence of the massive tractors
and trailers that use lanes designed for smaller vehicles.igsigha shame because many
of these hedges date from lateedievaltimes and are an importariandscape featurgn
addition to their value as wildlife habitats.

5. Millstones, Linkinhorne parishBodmin Moor
Brian Oldham discovered these unfinished millstonest hefore the lockdown. He writes:
Walmost tripped over these beauties while risk assessing a walk for Rosedean House Surgery Walking
Group before the lock down. The walk itself was a casualty of the lock down so the Group will have to
wait until 2021to see the mitstonesQ

Phto: Brian Oldham

Photo: Brian Oldham
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Looking southwest with Sharp Tor on the horizn | T & R
Photo: Brian Oldham Looking NW with Bearah Tor Quarry in background
Photo: Brian Oldham

6. {0 YSeySa | 2tfe =2

FAY w2g6S YIFEyF3aSR (2 OA&AGl
(St KeyneSX 2482 602Dbn one of higpermitted daily '
excursions.

Heritage Gatewahas this to say about this Listed
Building:

St Keyne'sVell is one of the most famous of English holy |
wells, having been popularised in song and verse in the 18
and 19th centuries, including a sketch and ballad in the :
DSyitSYlFyda al 3T AySs wmr _”*“”’“
healing and other powers anchb many legends assated 4@ &
with its patron saint ..In 1891, the well was in a very
dilapidated statethe arch tumbling to pieces It was
restored in 1963 by Liskeard Old Cornwall Soiesty that it
is now said to havéno architectural interest" . Listed, and
described as a small granite whltbuse with a stone gabled
roof and arch with segmented head. A standing shaft with #
small relief cross is in the low relief adjoining Wellhe OS
suggest that the cross shaft is modettt is uncertain how
much of the well was rebuilt during restoration in 1963

L I Aplofegraphs really capture the atmosphere of a
day in spring. He noted thebundance ofamsons and it
Aay Qi RATTAOdz of gadigusthyY I I A|
looking athispictures.

Photo: lain Rowe
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Photo: lain Rowe

Photo: lain Rowe

7. St Thoma8Q ar Priory Bridge, Launceston

Peter Crispin has sent these photographs of th§ déntury packhorse bridge in
Launceston. According to Heritage Gateway, it Wait in the C15 to link the Priory with
the town of Newport. It is a fine example of a medieval packhorse bridge, and-ssomeg
built, with five low arches of Polyphant stone, with broad-ewters between them. There

is no parapet, and the roadway hasobbled surface 2m wide with copings of granite. The
heavy iron guardails along the side may be CX8t is a Listed Building grad&IAlongside
0KS ONAR3IS Aa | 6ARSE LI OSR FT2NR®Q
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Petertook this photo on one of his daily exercise walks:

Photo: Peter Crispin
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different direction) which shows the lamp standard in the middle of the bridge, which of
O2dz2NAS AayQi GKSNB 2y (KAa LK2:G26Q
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8. Adit, Tregonning HillGermoe

Having ventured on an eastward journgymerather slack editing practices now transport
us considerably to the west. Veronica Sumntes sent photographs and details about an
intriguing adit situatedn the south side of Tregming Hill, between Balwest and Ashton
(SW 5999 2938

Photos: Veronica Summers

This is an intriguing feature, with the worn steps reflecting many years oHaseever,
GKSNBE Aa F tAy]l] G2 GKS @SNE SINIASad RI
industries, that of china clay. The information on the plague provided by Cory
Environmental Trust and Cornwall Council tells the story:



14

is believed that the water flowing into this adit originates in the old china clay workings on the side of Tregonning

These workings post-date 1746, the year when William Cookworthy first recognised that the clay extracted from

local ‘moor-stone' which had been used for many purposes, was in fact 'china clay'. This recognition ultimately
gave rise to the Comish China Clay industry.

Nowadays, the water is no longer used for industrial purposes. In the past it is thought that it carried china clay in
| solution to the settling pits further down the hill in Tresowes, and must have appeared very white and milky, when
compared to today.

This historic site is in the care of Germoe Parish Council. Please be very careful when viewing or approaching the
adit, the access steps are uneven and are very slippery when wet.

Following extensive rainfall in
December 2012 the eastern wall collapsed.
It was subsequently repaired with the help

of generous financial donations from

Cory Environmental Trust in Cornwall e s ol onen ba ol

and CORNWALL

ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST Comwall Council

IN CORNWALL COUNCIL

Photo: VeronicaSummers

PENVENTINNIE ROUND: THE RISK INCREASES

LY KA&a mdpnc Saales wWwt2fAdArA0a FYyR GKS 9y3fAak
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but at least he was spad the\Newspeakemployed byhe modern developer. A case in

point isLangarth GardeillageQa plannedsettlementwhich is intended to house between

8,000 and 10,000 peopten the edge of Trutd dzNBf & (G KS g2NR Wi246yQ g2
accurate?Ann Prestordones and Andrelsangdon provide this account af archaeological

featurethat is already at risland whichfaces additional problemsvhen thedevelopment

goes ahead

One of the monuments that we have seen on our daily constitutional is Penventinnie (o
Governs) Round. This almost perfect round sits on a spur of land above the River Kenwyn,
just below Treliske Hospital and it is clearly visible from nearby Penventinnie Lane. When we
walked by, it was being quietly grazed by a flock of sheep with t#ib$. Despite its

perfect appearance from a distance, the round is on the Heritage at Risk register because its
banks are inhabited by a thriving badger population. However there may be an even greater
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local consultation last autumn and further unveiled in March, will be built on land close to

the round and the round will become part of the associated recreational area. One wonders
what the impact will be on the momment once the sheep are gone and the setting is

UGNl YaTF2NYSROD tKS aSO2yR 2F GUKS fAyla o0St2g
tF NJ] Qd

https://www.piratefm.co.uk/news/latestnews/3059082/langartigardenvillageplansunveiled/

https://truro.nub.news/n/gardenvillagemasterplanrevealshow-it-could-developovernext-25-
years

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environmenfaind-planning/planning/langartigardenvillage/

https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwathews/newimageshowsentire-plan-3930351

AN LIK232 2F GKS &AGS FTNRBY /2NY6ltt [/ 2dzyOAt Qa |

Photo: AnnPrestoJones
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https://www.piratefm.co.uk/news/latest-news/3059082/langarth-garden-village-plans-unveiled/
https://truro.nub.news/n/garden-village-masterplan-reveals-how-it-could-develop-over-next-25-years
https://truro.nub.news/n/garden-village-masterplan-reveals-how-it-could-develop-over-next-25-years
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/planning/langarth-garden-village/
https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwall-news/new-image-shows-entire-plan-3930351
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Photo: Ann Prestorlones

Text and photos: Ann Prestedones and Andrew Langdon

BRIDGE PROBLEMS OLD AND NEW

On 17" April, new Area Rep John Hanreported the latest damage tblellandbridge

(Helland and St Mabyn parishé&®X 0652 7149Despite being a Grade II* Listed Building

and a Scheduled Monumerthis fine15" centurybridge is damaged frequently, a situation
that is only likely to be solved by the imposition of robust traffic management measures, as
has been usedt Respryn.

Photo: Mark HoIIo
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Photo: Mark Hollow

Photo: Mark Hollow



