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CROSAT CRO3I3AMAGE

Andrew Langdon has dedicatadifetime to locating,researchingrepairing and protecting
I 2Ny gt Qa &lLIS Qdoitifespechy uSating for Rirkl @héng\Sade
damaged. Sadly, this has happeraice NE OSy G f &@d | SNBE Aa ! yRNBgQa

Two Scheduled Crosses damaged by vehicles in August 2022

Today, vehicle damage is the biggest risk to some of our ancient monuments with medieval bridges
continuously being hiaind also our roadside medieval stone crosses. Later monuments are also

being damaged such as boundary stones, direction posts and milestones. This is clearly the result of
much larger and wider vehicles on our country roads, farm vehicles, delivery vaimsaae

powerful cars.

St Buryan Churchtown Cross SAM 1010214, SW 4090 2567

On Tuesday'®August a delivery lorry hit the stone platform supporting the St Buryan Churchtown

Cross, which stands close to the south gate of St Buryan parish church. Adaitegone has

been dislodged and has fallen out of the wall and this has caused other stones and the rab fill to fall

from the platform. The driver allegedly attempted to leave the village after the accident without

reporting it, but was challenged b IO £ LJS2LJX S FyR GKS O2YLI yeQa ylY
for insurance details.

The raised platform almost creates an island in the centre of the village, at a junction with the B3283
road through the village and a minor road which skirts around thstwile of the churchyard.

Although the damage is not extensive, it will still take time and money to complete a sensitive
repair. This monument has been damaged by vehicles on several occasions, the last was in 2007.



St Buryan Churchtown Cross showing damage to the SE side of the platform,
Photo: Andrew Langdon 9 August 2022



St Buryan Churchtown Cross, showing closer view of the damage.
Photo: AndrewLangdon 9 August 2022

Trevalsa Cross, St Allen SAM 1016290, SW8170 5184

The second cross to be damaged, and this time more seriously is Trevalsa Cross at St Allen near
Truro. This cross was reported to me by a walker, who noticed a recent crack inskbead.

The Trevalsa Cross was restored in 1997 by Kelland Stonework Conservators, and had previously
been leaning in a roadside ditch, with a segment of its wheel head missing and in use at the road
junction as a direction post. Part of the brokenweh& S R KI R 0SSy 6KAGSSI &
FYR Wi2 ®%StIKQ LIAYGSR Ay oflF O] fSGGSNER 6AGK
junction.
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In 1981, the missing segment of the whéelad was rediscovered at Trerice Farm in the parish and
placed in the parish church for preservation, in 1997, this segment was reunited with thelozass
and the monument set up on a new bas®ne brought from St Breward.



OnThursday 28 August 2022, | received a text message and photographs showing that the joint in
the crosshead had become more noticeable, and on visiting the monument the following day |
found that the cross was only being held in place by gravity, hdn@ag fractured at the bottom of

its shaft, where it is fixed into the bas¢one. It appears that whoever damaged the cross, left it
propped it up for someone else to discover, a rather dangerous thing to do, considering the weight
of the monument. Ashte cross was beside the highway Cormac were notified and their staff came
out and laid the cross down in the drainage ditch awaiting restoration.

Trevalsa Cross in 2005 aftestoration of the crosdiead Photo: Ann Prestodones



Luckily, thanks to our new Aré&presentative Tracy Dearing, the cross had been recently visited

and its stake condition reported on the 23May 2022, so we immediately knew that the damage

had occurred since this date. Due to the road widening on the A30, this country road where the

cross is situated has been closed except for access to one farm and figldsanea, suggesting that

it is likely to have been a local vehicle, and possibly agricultural, which hit the monument. In this

OFrasS LINRPGAY3I ¢K2 RFEYFISR (GKS Y2ydzySyid AayQi 3I2Ay

This cross will need to beqmnned to its basestone and he former repair to the wheehead
assessed and made good.

Trevalsa Cross fractured and lying down. Photo: Andrew Langdon



Trevalsa Cross with notice stating that the cross was fractured and may fall on someone

Photo: Andrew Langdon September 2022



This photograph shows the bottom of the shaft snapped off at the {sasee.
Photo: Andrew Langdon 26August 2022

The most important thing for Area Reasd othersto appreciate is that visiting monuments should
be done with caution, as they can be dangerous. Although this cross looked ok, it could have fallen
on anyone that touched it.

Report and photos: Andrew Langdon



CURIOUS AND CURKER

Adrian Rodda halseen investigating a mystery at Chysauster:

Sometimes when | am looking at the stones of ancient sites in Penwith | feel like Alice in
Wonderland: questions leap to mind which have contradictory or vague answers, if any
answers at all. One stone which @s¢inating me this summer is this one from the Romano
British courtyard settlement at Chysaus{éfER36008; Scheduled Monument CO37; SW
4722 3497; Madron parishWhat is it? A Game board? A mould for tin ingots? A recycled
saddle quern?

The mystey stone Photo: Adrian Rodda

The stone is 52cms long. 13cms wide at its narrower end and 23cms at the widest part,
rounding down to 20cmslhe depressions are roughly 2cms deedcts wide and the

three in the vertical line are spaced 13cms, top to middle, then 10cms. The horizontal
depressions are 8cms apart. The stone apparently fractured when two other depressions
were made, the top oné line with the top existing depression and another horizontally in
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line with the middle one, but not vertically. It is the faintest suggestion of a depression, so
may be discounted.

Photo: Adrian Rodda

Stone with scale

It protruded from what | assume was a dump from the excavations and | only had to cut
away some grass and turf to expose its shape. There is no mention of it in the English
Heritage guidebook, though they do talk about the evidence for tin processingeositth

That it was a recycled saddle quern is suggested by its shape and smoothness. The exposed
AN YAGS G / KealdzZadSNI Ad aY220KSNJ GKIFy (KS
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Quern stone Photo: Adrian Rodda

Saddle quern and muller from the Chysauster handling collection Photo: AdrianRodda

Now, what are the depressions about? Can we find any clues in the scholarship that attends
prehistoric tin working?

I NNBE / dzyf ATFS KI & Lldzary VoyaseDiPytheasdh2 Srgek d ¢ KS 9 E (i
(Penguin 2001). His voyagarca 33MBCE, included a visit to Cornwall where he commented
2y GKS GAy GNIRS® | Aa | OO02 dzy (BCH buylosiirkie h OS| y ¢
fire of the library at Alexandria. However, it did inform the histories of later writers. Cunliffe
guotes Diodorus Siculus, a contemporary of Julius Caesar. He was apparently drawing on the
KAAU2NRLFY CAYISdzas 6K2 gNRGS a2YS nn &SIEFNE |

G¢KS AYKFEoAGEFEyGa 2F . NARGIAY 6K2 f Ay@lendlgy GKS
to strangers and have adopted a civilized way of life because of their interaction with traders
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and other people. It is they who work the tin, treating the layer which contains it in an

ingenious way. This layer, being like rock, containthgaeams and in them workers

guarry the ore which they then melt down to clean from its impurities. Then they work the

tin into pieces the size of knucllenes and convey it to an island which lies off Britain,

called Ictis; for at the ebhbde the spacdetween the island and the mainland becomes dry

YR GKS& OFly oNAyYy3a (GKS GAYy Ay €FNBS ljdzad yadAda

On the island of Ictis the merchants buy the tin from the natives and carry it from there
across the straits of Galatia (thé&hnel) and finally making their way on foot through Gaul
for some thirty days, they bring the goods on horse back to the mouth of the Rhone.
(Histories5..n 0 &

We assumethaticts & {0 aAOKISf Q& az2dzyid YR /[ dzyft ATFS
ingots from Penwith, including an oval ingot found under a hut floor within Chun Castle,

8x7x2.5 inches in size and weighing 11Ibs. He refers to another ingot from CastleeBior

Fowey, but both Iron Age sites were reoccupied in post Roman times and the stratigraphy is

not obvious enough to date the ingots. Chun did have an elaborate furnace with 3 flues

which may well be Iron Age and suitable for tin smelting. Temperatures in exc&86QC

are needed in the process, necessitating charcoal and directed draughts of wind.

¢CKS aFdNyI 0S¢ G / Kealdzad SN Photo: Adrian Rodda

Astructure in house 3 at Chysauster gives the appearance of a hearth or forge, but
excavations revdad no signs of intense burnirfgH Gide to Chysauster and Carn Eurdy
granite weight found in House 3 was probably intended to weigh quantities ofttin fo
trading. Pebbles of cassiterite were found at both Chysauster and Carn Euny, a lump of tin
and other fragments of metalworking waste was found in House 6 at Chysauster. W C
Borlase found fused tin inside the fogou passage at Carn Euny in 1863.
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Mostofi KS 2EARA&ASR Ay32(a& RA&A02FSNBRonveyand 2 Ny & | |
impossible to date accurately as this form may have continued well past the Roman period.
Cunliffe favours Mount Batten, Plymouth, as Ictis. He refers to ingots found indtogie

floor of Bigbury Bay and assumed to be from a wrecked trading vessel. He deécribed
shaped ingots with a thick cross bran8hinches long by about an inch across. In size and
shape it would be perfectly reasonable to compare them tagtegalus of a cow. Could it

have been small ingots of this kind that Pytheas was seeing and recording, and Diodorus
several centuries later was writing about when he described the ingots as the size of-knuckle
02ySaKsé

This does not describe the shapeaof ingot from in our pitted mould, which would come

out like a bun or loaf with rounded protuberances. There are small round bottomed
depressions in stones at both courtyard settlements of Chysauster and Carn Euny, which
might have been for processing cisste, the tin oxide, by crushing it to separate the ores.
They may have been small moulds or they may have been bases for wooden roof supports.

Worked stone at ChysausteiBun mould or mortar for casiterite? Photo: Adrian Rodda

Anotheruseful reference book is RogeBR K I £ f dzZNA O Q& a & RogsSiauty ! y G A ]
first published 1986). He also is concerned with the use of the word krrbokles. Some
GNFyathkriz2zNBE 2F (KS DNBSP2¢SBEéd 2YVRSBIKSEKE &KK
knuckleo 2 y Sa dé¢ t Sy K f f dzZNA O] NB 8tSHavedeeniféuSdiri AT S G NJ
Cornwall that small. The wombtragaloiA & dzA SR F2NJ Ay3a2iad ¢KA& O2
which were made of knuckleones. It could mean one of the neck vertebrae, the ball of the

ankle, one of the mouldings of an lonic capital, 8ghA OA I yQa YSI &dz2NE | yR |
He suggests that Diodorus implied something the shape of a dice, which had 4 flat sides, the
other two being round. But no surviving Cornish ingots fit that shape. That the shape of a
knucklebone is suggested is gported by the Greek wordchuthmos,from which we derive

G NE (i Ksagyegting a symmetry or a set measure. The verb from it means to mould or

fashion.
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{2 6S 02YS o601 01 G2 2dzNJ YEAGSNR2dza alt2yS Y2dz
If you make a fisyour knuckles stand out in a regular form. If a tin ingot was made in this

mould how better to describe the bumps than resembling knuckles? No ingots of this shape
survive in Cornwall, but Penhallurick points out how oxidised and diminished the suofaces

the bun or pasty shaped ingots are. This may have been a way of signing emaskiag

an ingot from Chysauster, but the bumps have worn off. Penhallurick illustrates a find from

Prah Sands, which has not been reliably dated.

OA circular, planeonvex ingot weighing 3.8kgs bears a raised cross which must have been
Odzli Ayl 2 (Anétter troR drbrkR)d €

The Chysauster mould may have produced a shape that could be stacked easily in the ships.
Put the flat sides to meet and then use the bumps onniiended sides to meet and steady
the next ingot by fitting it into the spaces between the bumps.

Who knows? It gets curiouser and curiouser.

Words and photographs by Adrian Rodda

GUNPOWDER PLOT

Spoiler alertif you are expecting an account of early"dntury terrorism prepared to be
AdzNLINA ASR® LyadSIR GKA& AGSY O2 ydorBeidfAreat NI O&
AGiii of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World Heritage Siteganplech

quite literally had an explosive past. Tracy has explored a plot of land in the Kennall Vale
gunpowder works. Much of Kennall Vale is owned and managed by Cornwall Wildlife Trust
(https://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/naturereserves/kennallvale) and is open to the

public. However, the plot that Tracy reported is private and thereipublic access

Until the late 19 century gunpowder was the explosivead in Cornish mines and quarries.
Gunpowder manufacturing began in the Ponsanooth area in the early part of the century
and took advantage of the abundant water power, steep slopes and dense woods of the
Kennall Vale.


https://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/kennall-vale
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Tracy investigated part of theitmgular plot of landvest of Ponsanooth (see map).

Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly's Historic Environment é
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The two northern buildingéHERL8356.52, SW 7533 37,/dnd HER 18356.23W 7534

3770 andboth part of Scheduled Monument 15544 and in St Gluvias parish) were powder
magazines associated with the earliest phatthe KennaValegunpowder works. Té

southern buildingHER 18356.43; Scheduled Monument 15544; SW 7535 3769; St Gluvias
parish) was asgiated with its later phaseA fourth building on the east of the plot is
mentioned in the Listing:

This small magazine is one of the yard's early structures, appearing on the 1840 tithe map,
and formed a small powder store called an expense magaziwveult have been the first
structure encountered by persons using the yard entrance and from its easily accessible
position and small size, it is considered that this magazine may have stored gunpowder for
the works' factorygate sales, without requiring stomers to approach the larger magazines
where bulk supplies were stored before carriage and shipment to meet the works' major
orders(https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdist/list-entry/1020441?section=official

list-entry ).

I 2Ny gl £t [/ 2dzyOAf Qa4 G2YRSNFdzxE | AaG2NRO 9y OANEP
plot fitted in to the extensive complex in the 1880s:
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Source for thisand all mapshttps://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/consent@®n-and-environmentprotection/strategichistoric
environmentservice/cornwaHland-islesof-scillyhistoricenvironmentrecord/



https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1020441?section=official-list-entry
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1020441?section=official-list-entry
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/conservation-and-environment-protection/strategic-historic-environment-service/cornwall-and-isles-of-scilly-historic-environment-record/
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/environment/conservation-and-environment-protection/strategic-historic-environment-service/cornwall-and-isles-of-scilly-historic-environment-record/
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So this plot was clearly an partant part of this very significant industrial compl&xhat

did Tracy find during her monitoring visifftracy noted®he storage complex includes a
triangular shaped distribution yard with four @entury gunpowder magazines. The yard

is separated from the main gunpowder production facilities (a separate HE listing) for safety
reasons. There are thre@r¢je magazines essentially similar in construction and size and
situated in a row. There is a fourth smaller store situated across theQyard.

Site entrance Photo: Tracy Dearinc

Given the nature of the industiy may surprise some readers that anything has survived.
Despite the inevitable explosions this complex still exists but ay Toeaad, its condition is
deteriorating:

The three main magazines appear to have deteriorated since the 2000 Listing. Two were
described as having largely intact roofs but this is not now the cageslhot possible to
get close to the buildings nor to enter but they are supporting a lot of ivy and there is tree
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growth inside at least one (the middle of the three). The smaller store still fits the description
in the list entry but the corrugated iranof has gaps or missing sheets.

HER 1020441 Right hand magazinePhoto: Tracy Dearing

HER 1020448iddle magazine Photo: Tracy Dearing
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Do

HER 102044%mallmagazine Photo: Tracy Dearing

To see the declining condition of assets like these is disappointing but proper conservation

and maintenance is not going to lpessible formost privateowners.Very few of us would

be overjoyed at the prospect of owning a Scheduled or Listed property with all the potential
implications for management. This site is of public interest; therefore, should the expense of
com SN GA2y y20 O02YS FTNRY (GKS Llzof AO LIzNESK
that should be dodged.
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Anyone wishing to learn more about gunpowder manufacturing in Kennal Vale and the

F NOKIF S2f 23A0Ff NBYFAyYya O2dz Rhigh®regdabled SG G SNJ G K
archaeological and historical study, which is available here:

https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports _event_record/1986/1986R023.pdlso not to be

missedigt 2y & al yaStftQa | 002dzyid 2F GKS g2NJa | yR
http://cornishstory.com/2021/05/17/kennaligunpowdermill-co/ .

VANDALISM IN LUXULYAN VALLEY

LuxulyanValley is fortunate in not experiencing very much vandalism. In additi@arneful
monitoring by the Ranger, Jenny Heskett, there are plenty of walkers who keep a close eye

on what is going orwhich restricts the scope for misbehavigur . dziT S@Sy GKA&a Ol
some things happening. Redgnhowever,there have been incidents at either end of the

Valley.

Near Black Hill car pathere is a lovelyvalled section ofa tramway (HER57886;SX 05793
57227 Lanlivery parish that formerly connected granite quarries &bolcerrow and
Carbeans with théelreffry Viaduct It is also lined with trees making it an arboreal versubn
acathedralaisle with the scenechangingevery season.



https://map.cornwall.gov.uk/reports_event_record/1986/1986R023.pdf
http://cornishstory.com/2021/05/17/kennall-gunpowder-mill-co/
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Recently ®#meore has been dislodging stones from ttap of the wall and pushing them
downthe steep slope where they end up in tRewey ConsolsLeat.

Note the stegoness of the slope to the left of the wall.

The leat is about 10 feet wide. Photo: Jenny Heskett
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Fowey Consols leat with stones Photo: Jenny Hesket

This has been reported to the police as a heritage crueit isalsoworrying becauséf
anyonewascaughtin the path of thesdargestones serious injury or death wouidevitably
result Children would not have the strength to move themom the wallso the
perpetratorsmust have been oldeit is impossible to remove thsgtonesfrom the leat
manuallybecause of their weight and a midigger cannot getd this section of tle leat
path. Work has been going arecently to restore the leat but these stones will inevitably
affect the flow of water.

Towards the southern end of thealley, a different sort of vandalism has been sareut
very quicklyJennyHeskett was alerted to graffiti on one of the walls of tGentral
Cornwall, orTrevanny, china clay df4ER9050;SX 0659 562 Luxulyan parishand swiftly
arranged for it to be removed.
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Graffiti tag after pressurewashing

uccess

Photo: Jenny Heskett

Photo: Jenny Heskett



