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Trekelland Bridg€SX 3004 7984, Grade II* LB, South Petherwin pasiah importantpart
of our heritage and it is at risk from motor traffic. Following adfpfrom Robin Paris, Area
Reps Peter Crispin and John Hanns visitezlassess the ost recent damage and were
rather discouraged by their findings.

What can be done? Much coute achieved in a country that was prepared to back up

noble words about heritage with proper funding. And this would also have a very positive

impact on the economy. But the very first step must be to methodically identify the
problems and thisiswhat &it 2 NA O 9y 3t yRQA | yydzrt | SNAGI3AS



of the latestregisterscan be obtained herenttps://historicengland.org.uk/images
books/publi@tions/har2020registers/.
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https://historicenglandorg.uk/imagesbhooks/publications/hat2020reqgisters/swhar-

reqister2020/. A higher percentage of archaeological Scheduled Monuments in the South

West are at risk than in England as a whole (15% compared with 10.5%). There is good news

- 30 archaeologicantries are no longer in the registerand bad newg 35 have been

added But t must be remembered that putting a feature on the register may be the first

stage in solving a problem

Hereis the basic picturéor at-riskfeatures inCornwall:

H Buildings and structures
17.6%

| Places of worship 7.6%

m Archaeology 73.8%

m Parks & gardens 0.4%

m Battlefields 0%

m Wreck sites 0%

The mairregisterfor the southwestis well worth browsing. Each entry gives a useful brief
assessment. Here is the new entry the much-battered Trekelland Bridge:

HERITAGE AT RISK 2020 / SOUTH WEST / CORNWALL (UA)

SITE NAME: Trekelland Bridge, Lewannick / Trekelland Bridge is a grade II* medieval bridge with two
South Petherwin main arches and a span flood arch. Carrying the road
< e between Launceston and Liskeard, it is still heavily used.
DESACHIATION: Listed Building grade II* The bridge has been the subject of repeated vehicle
CONDITION: Poor impacts that have damaged its approach walls and coping
stones in particular. No solution to these traffic impacts has
§ OCCUPANCY: Occupied/in use been found to date.
PRIORITY CATEGORY: A (New entry)
OWNERTYPE: Local authority
© Historic England LISTENTRY NUMBER: | | 55188 Contact: Catherine Marlow 0117 975 0732

Historic England has also provided a clear summary of the overall pfotutee southwest
at:


https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2020-registers/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2020-registers/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2020-registers/sw-har-register2020/
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https://historicengland.org.uk/whatsiew/in-your-area/southwest/heritageat-risk-2020/

and an interative map at:
https://englishheritage.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5fced27775b4
4238beb524338e62e9d3

What are the key points about Heritage at Risk in Cornwall? Well, for anyone in despair
about threats to heritage, it ought to be noted that over the last year Historic England has
spent £1.53 million in grants conserving or repairing historic sitesss the soutiwest It is

far too little and they need proper funding he multiplier effect of such spending on
employment and materials makes sound economic sense but until politicians accept this we
have to be grateful for the grants that are madRebecca Barrett, South West Regional
Director for Historic England, makes this very clear:

In challenging times such as #®e heritage can provide a sense of continuity and bring us solace. We
also know that investing in historic places can help boost our economic recovery.

OneCornishsite that has been saved is Hall Rings near Pelynt:
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© Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance

According taHistoric England:

Hall Rings is a hillfort dating to the transition between the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron
Age (8'¢5™ centuries BC), and an important monument for understanding how prehistoric
communities functioned. The site has been removed frenHeritage at Risk Register after
it was included in a farming scheme to revert the land from arable crops to grass. Recent
geophysical work on the site, by kind permission of the landowner, has improved Historic
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Thisis great news but, on the other hand, there are 17 n@arnishsites on the Register. A
whole class has been recognised as a cause for concern, namely Cornish medieval bridges, 3
of which are now on the Registéncluding Trekelland)

Multi-span bridgesg, of two or more arches supported on piergere built throughout the
medieval period. Once commonplace, most have been rebuilt or replaced and fewer than
200 are now known to survive in Englanlland Bridges one of them, built in the 15th
century, spanning the River Camel. Its carriageway is less than three metres wide, and not
built for modern traffic such as caravans, hobsees, tractors with trailers and lorries.

Trekelland Bridgeanother late mediead example, carries the main road between
Launceston and Liskeard over the River Inney, and has been hit by multiple vehicles.

The Grade lIbrnamental carriage bridge serving Chyverton Housas built in 1780. It
crosses a narrow stream that leads to aadinhake. Recent ivy and shrub clearance has
revealed problems with the walls which are unstable and leaning dangerously.

But it must be remembered that an entry in the Register can be a positive first step. An
example is the mysterious\kA ! NJi KmzMIhdhe Rdisferfb&cause of the growth of
gorse and the dilapidated nature of the surrounding fence. The Cornwall AONB Monumental
Improvement Project, spearheaded by Chris Coldwell, is already taking action to clear and
protect this earthwork, using Vonteers from groups like Timeseekers and CAS.

Finance is short but great credit is due to the Historic England Heritage Risk Project Officers
(Ann Prestorlones for most of Cornwall and Dan Bashford for the seattt) and the

willing groups and individualavho keep an eye on sites ahelp withclearance and
conservation. The situation is serious but not hopeless!

AREA REPS ZOOM IN

CAS Area Reps usually meet twice a year to discuss their findingsaricbm
professionals. The pandemic has made this difficult but Convenor lain Rowe was not
deterred and recently held a veruscessful meeting using Zoomhértechnical support of
CAS Webmaster Millie Holman wessential.)

Presentations were given by JoRainer and Paul Holden. CAS members will have read
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member who hagarried out extensive worldsingEnvironment Agency Lidar coverage for

the county.Coverage of@me areas, inading parts of Penwith and the Lizarginot

available yet but will be by 2022. Nonetheless, a high proportion of Corisaaivered by

the available data, which John can access and make available on rém@6 members



For those wanting to learn are aboutLidar, he recommended:
https://www.arcqgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=c6cef6cc642a48838d38e722¢
a8ccfee

John demonstrated the difference between DSM (Digital Surface Modelling) and DTM
(Digital Terrain Modelling). While the former includes surface features such as trees, the
latter does not. He cautioned thatig alwaysimportant to investigatdeatureson the

ground, since, for example, a promising mound might only be a logApitady he has been
able to point outsitesin Cornwalkhat are exciting the interests of professional and amateur
archaeologists alike.

Lidar image of ihtagel
Contains Public Sector Information Licensed Under Open Government Licence Version 3.0.
Data Processing and Rendering by John Rainer

Paul Holden is a welinown architectural historian and former Chairman of Cornwall
Buildings GrougCBG)He is inviting participation in a very important project that
complements the Historic England Heritage at Risk RegidterCBG began its Buildings at
Risk Register in 2014 using volunteer input. Now stgrantfunding from Historic England

and CornwadlHeritage Trust for a thregear project to identify and campaign for Cornish
buildings atrisk. Pauliivd S Fdzy RSR F2NJ (g2 RIFI&a | Y2y iK

He invited Area Reps to join other volunteers in helpinglémtify and monitorbuildings at
risk.


https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=c6cef6cc642a48838d38e722ea8ccfee
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=c6cef6cc642a48838d38e722ea8ccfee

The guidelinestate that a building will be defined as in poor repair if it exhibits three or
more of the following characteristics:

The roof is not weathetight.

Windows are boarded up or broken.

Gutters and rainwater goods are not functioning properly.
There are significant outbreaks of dry or wet rot.

The building is unoccupied or out of use.

Inappropriate alterations are proposed to the building.
An ingpropriate use is proposed for the building.
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The brmer Town WallChapelin Bodmin. Built h 1851 by the Bible
Christians, it imow derelict,forlorn and at risk

This is an exciting project and Area Repshanging to getinvolved, alongside volunteers
from other heritage organisations. Anyone wishing to learn more, or perhaps to join in, can
find out more herehttps://buildingsatrisk.wordpess.com/?blogsub=confirming#538

Thishas been a very difficult year for Area Representatiidemetheless, they have
continued to monitor sites and produce reports when circumstar@eseallowed. At the
meeting many interesting stories were toM/hat follows is a quick summary of a few of
them.

Val Jacob drew attention to vegetation encroaching on the Bronze Age barrow on
HensbarrowBeacon $W 9968 5754, Roche panisisome barrows are faring better: Diana
Sutherland was pleased that Kerk Barrow (SX 2911 8592, St StepHgnisaunceston

parish) has not suffered further damage from cattle recerflye has also been consulting
lan Thompson of The Milestone Society about a recently discovered milestone in a green
lane near Egloskerry. Bhwill be added to the Historic Environment Record.


https://buildingsatrisk.wordpress.com/?blogsub=confirming#538

Richard McAulay has produtesports on various crosses in St Erth and St Hilary parishes.

Cross in St Erth Churchyard Photo: Richard McAulay

Lezant parish has proved to be a very happy historical hunting ground recently for Peter
Crispin, as well as providing him with welcome respite from monitoring the unfortunate
Trekelland BridgeRPeter describes a very exciting discoveriezant:

A stonerow in the parish,recordedonthe HERasW R S & (i in &1 BaB@enrediscovered.
It wasthoughtto havebeendestroyedn the 1980swhenGreystoneQuarryexpandedRAF
reconnaissancphotosfrom the 1940sshowthree alignedstonesin a field nearwhat was
thena muchsmallerGreystoneQuarry;althoughthere wasno documentaryevidenceplder
localresidentsrecalledthe stonesstandingin the field.

Peter has been heavily involved in this projedbngside local people and the parish council
and his exciting news is that tlygiarryownershaveagreed4 lift the stonesand store



themuntil a newsite within the parishhasbeenagreed,whenthey will be relocatedwith
their spacingretained® Q

Not only that, Peter and another local archaeologist have been looking at what appears to
be a crucible furnace of medieval or earlier date in the same parish.

Recently, Sheila James visited Lamorran Chwricith nestleson a creek leading to the
RiverFal(SW 8786 4177, St Michael Penkevil pgriahd found that the structure was
suffering from damp as a result of blocked guttdfarther investigation led tthe discovery
that a new congregation has moved in, preventing previous worshippers from using the
church. The new occupants do not belong to an obscure religious sect, nor are they ardent
campanologists, despite an affinity for the belfffney argand this is a desiptive and not

a pejorative term bats! Sheila explains:

WA bat survey was carried out in 2019 which confirmed the presence of a Browadredg

bat maternity roost with about 25 individuals. A small number of Pipistrelle bats were also
seen and earlienspections have recorded roosts for Greater and Lesser Horseshoe bats in
association with the belltowe®

No schism will occur and plans are in the making to permit peacefekistence, as Sheila
explains:

A mitigation plan for the church has beérawn up which will involve creating bat voids

under the ceilings of the north and south transepts, retaining the current access points for
the bats but preventing them from entering the church. The inside of the church will be
cleaned and redecorated atide internal fittings cleaned and replaced. Some remedial work
to the structure will also be carried out. This plan has not yet been approved. Whether or not
this goes ahead the gutters need clearing to stop the damp problem from getting any worse.

View of church from north east showing the east facing wall of the northern transept and the north
facing wall of the chancel.

Photo: Sheila James



David Edyvean and Emma Allen have parishes to monitor on Bodmin Moor. For a long time,
5 | @ XirR<p&flint artefacts have been recorded and the spatial information shared with
Cornwall Archaeological Unit (CAU) and thedilistEnvironment Record. This will add to

our understanding of how the moor was used in prehistoric time. Unfortunately, at one site,
flint-collecting became a populgastimefor many people this year. No doubt this was done
purely from curiosity, with nantention to do harm, but it meant that no record was kept of
what was found and wheré\s a resultCAU organised a fieldwalking day at this location to
get a better understanding of activity between the Mesolithic and Bronze Age.

There was much more bthis may be enough to show thaur CAS Area Reps astll at
work the length and breadth of Cornwall.

WESTERN SNIPPETS

Like many, Adrian Rodda is very impressed with the work of the Penwith Landscape
Partnershipand feels ideservesvider attention. Adrian writes:

Wrea Reps and CAS Members may know already about this project to appreciate the
monuments, ecology and beauty of West Penwith. However, its website has grown and now
includes new routes for walks which we may enjoy wherfaet safer to brave the A30
westwards and there are fewer tourists around. In my experience the visitors we are likely
meet on the moors and cliff paths are considerate and careful. The link below will bring you
to their website and the walks and much neoiThis will be a good start to our exploratidis.
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https://www.penwithlandscape.com/blog/post/ounew-trails-canquideyou-throughthe-
heritage-of-the-penwith-
landscape?fbclid=IwAR00QjQO39C8AWCwWorGG50H7wWNINtzYxXjOzHsid6HgwmagjchqtuEE4NoD
3 A

In recent editions dfrom Your Own Correspondendrian hagvritten articles about

Godrevy (Issue 45, August 2020) and Crane Castle (Issue 46, September 2020). Professor Paul
Williams, author ofThe Red River (Godrevy Press, 20E8) been in touch with Adrian

about the fish press site at Godrevy and also aboubtreows near Basset Cove.


https://www.penwithlandscape.com/blog/post/our-new-trails-can-guide-you-through-the-heritage-of-the-penwith-landscape?fbclid=IwAR00jQ39C8AWCworGG50H7wN9NtzYxXjQzHsid6HgwmgjchqtuEE4NoD3_A
https://www.penwithlandscape.com/blog/post/our-new-trails-can-guide-you-through-the-heritage-of-the-penwith-landscape?fbclid=IwAR00jQ39C8AWCworGG50H7wN9NtzYxXjQzHsid6HgwmgjchqtuEE4NoD3_A
https://www.penwithlandscape.com/blog/post/our-new-trails-can-guide-you-through-the-heritage-of-the-penwith-landscape?fbclid=IwAR00jQ39C8AWCworGG50H7wN9NtzYxXjQzHsid6HgwmgjchqtuEE4NoD3_A
https://www.penwithlandscape.com/blog/post/our-new-trails-can-guide-you-through-the-heritage-of-the-penwith-landscape?fbclid=IwAR00jQ39C8AWCworGG50H7wN9NtzYxXjQzHsid6HgwmgjchqtuEE4NoD3_A
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He also has memories relevant to the barrows near Bassett Cove mentioned in the
description of the cliff castle. | am sure there were piles of quartz boulders along the course
of the new cycle path which may have been usedriorothe barrows, but are not visible

now. Bet NT used them in building the cycle track.
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HERs and archaeologists:

A remember being with my grandfather (who was bamri890) on the bank at the base of
the cliff and his telling me of the cafe and boat which used to be there.

On your piece on Crane Castle | remember two barrows in the field behind and looking for
flintswith no success. These barrows were suddenly @esined bythe farmer in about
1955/56/57.1 think it was reported in the WRNest Briton]but | cannot find it online. |

know my father wrote a letter of protest which was published in the WB but | cannot find
this either. | would like to find the exacatk€ W

Image from Google Earth



